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Friday Memo 
February 5, 2016 
 
Upcoming Events – Bruce Harter 
February 8:  Technology Committee, IT Center, 4:00 PM 
February 8:  Youth Commission, Helms, 6:30 PM 
February 8:  Special Education CAC, Cameron, 7:00 PM 
February 9:  Facilities Subcommittee, FOC, 4:00 PM 
February 9:  Academic Subcommittee, DeAnza, 5:30 PM 
February 9:  Basketball Recognition, DeAnza, 7:00 PM 
February 10:  Board of Education Meeting, DeJean, 6:30 PM 
February 11:  Digital Learning Day 
February 11:  Solutions Team, UTR, 1:00 PM 
February 13:  Board Annual Retreat, DeJean, 8:30 AM 
February 15-19:  Presidents’ Week Recess, Schools and Offices Closed 
 
Next Week’s Board Meeting – Bruce Harter 
Closed Session for Wednesday’s February 10 meeting begins at 5:30 PM. 
 
Board Retreat – February 13 – Bruce Harter 
The Board retreat is scheduled for Saturday, February 13 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  Barbara 
Young will be facilitating the annual Board evaluation using the information from the Improving 
School Board Effectiveness – A Balanced Governance Approach that was distributed to the 
Board in December.  The homework assignment is to read the first two chapters, pages 15 
through 42.  The second half of the day will be used to interview the finalists for the 
superintendent search firm.  Mr. Enos and Ms. Block will be evaluating the proposals after the 
deadline for submission on Monday afternoon and narrowing the field to two or three firms to 
interview on Saturday.  Harold Freiman from Lozano, Smith will be there to support the effort.  
 
Dr. Timothy Shanahan’s Visit to WCCUSD – Nia Rashidchi 
On January 27, 2016 WCCUSD offered a Literacy Day with Dr. Tim Shanahan author/editor of 
more than 200 publications including the books, Teaching with the Common Core Standards for 
the English Language Arts, Early Childhood Literacy, and Developing Literacy in Second-
Language Learners. His research emphasizes the connections between learning to read and 
learning to write, literacy in the disciplines, and improvement of reading achievement. 
 
WCCUSD teachers had the opportunity to either have lunch or attend an early evening 
presentation with Dr. Shanahan on Close Reading.  Forty-seven teachers/principals/Ed. Services 
staff participated in a lunch-time event where he engaged in small group discussions on topics 
ranging from instructional minutes, how to teach decoding, and scaffolding instruction for 
English learners. Following the informal conversation that happened during the meal, Dr. 
Shanahan participated in a more structured question and answer session with questions about 
small group instruction and effective vocabulary instruction. Later in the early evening, Dr. 
Shanahan provided a 90-minute presentation in the DeAnza Media Center on the important topic 
of Reading Complex Text.   
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Administrator of the Year – Steve Collins 
Each year the Richmond Association of School Administrators (RASA) participates in the 
Association of California Administrators (ACSA) Administrator of the Year Awards Program 
for Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.  Our administrators nominate their peers, then a 
committee from the RASA Executive Board reviews the nominations and selects District 
Administrators of the Year.  We submit these candidates to the Regional Awards Committee for 
Contra Costa and Alameda Counties – ACSA Region VI. 
 
Usually a district of our size may have one or two regional winners.  This year, we had four 
Regional Winners.  Listed below are the Administrators of the Year for West Contra Costa 
Unified School District. The ACSA Region VI Winners have an * after their names. 
 
Elementary Principal – Carlena Moss 
Elementary Principal – Linda Wilkinson 
Secondary Principal – Kibby Kleiman* 
Adult Education – Dr. Valerie Lynn Garrett* 
Classified Leader – Rhonda Haney 
Personnel/Human Resources – Marci Williams* 
Central Office Administrator – Carol Butcher 
Communications – Marcus Walton 
Special Education – John Banister 
Confidential – Sherri Rivenbark* 
Confidential – Rosa Cornejo 
Partners in Education – Ed. Fund 
 
All of our local recipients and the Regional winners will be recognized at the ACSA Region VI 
Awards Dinner in Pleasanton on Thursday, June 16, 2016.  
 
*Region VI ACSA Winner 
 
Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) Information – Nia Rashidchi 
Federal and state laws require the California Department of Education (CDE) to monitor 
implementation of categorical programs (i.e. Title I, Title II, Title III, etc.) operated by local 
educational agencies (LEAs). LEAs are responsible for creating and maintaining programs that 
meet requirements. LEAs are monitored to ensure that they meet fiscal and program 
requirements of federal categorical programs, as well as mandated areas of state responsibility 
and funding in Physical Education and Educational Equity. FPM Regional Team Leaders (RTLs) 
coordinate teams of program monitors to conduct on-site or online monitoring of the LEA using 
Program Instruments of documentation. 
 
On the May 23 – 25, 2016, the CDE will conduct a regularly scheduled on-line FPM of the 
following programs for both central departments and school sites: Adult Education, Before and 
After School Programs, Compensatory Education, English Learners, Fiscal Monitoring, 
Homeless Education, Improving Teacher Quality, Uniform Complaint Procedures. Programs and 
relevant documents from the following schools will also be reviewed: Kennedy High School, 
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Richmond High School, Bayview Elementary School, Dover Elementary School, King 
Elementary School, and DeJean Middle School. 
 
During February – April 2016, central office staff will be conducting a series of internal trainings 
and coordination meetings to prepare compliant documents for upload into the California 
Accountability and Information System (CAIS). Staff will also work with the schools under 
review to ensure a high level of quality and compliance with the State and Federal mandates. We 
will keep the board updated on the process. 
 
Bond Financial Audit – Sheri Gamba 
The District’s external auditing firm, Christy White Associates (CWA), presented their 
independent audit report of the West Contra Costa Unified School District’s financial position, 
internal control, and federal and state compliance for the year ending June 30, 2015 on January 6, 
2016.  CWA was also retained to provide the 2010 Measure D and 2012 Measure E General 
Obligation Bonds Financial Audit which include Statements that are a sub-set of the information 
provided in the report provided to Board on January 6, 2016.  The Bond Financial Audit is 
required to be submitted to the CBOC at the same time as it is provided to the District.  The report 
was provided to the CBOC Audit Subcommittee at its meeting on December 16, 2015; it was 
subsequently reviewed at CBOC Audit Subcommittee on January 14, 2016 and on January 28, 
2016.  The 2010 Measure D and 2012 Measure E General Obligation Bonds Financial Statements 
June 30, 2015 are posted on the district website and a copy is at the district office reception desk 
located at 1108 Bissell Avenue, Richmond, CA.  The Audit booklet is included in your board 
packet today. 
 
Response to Contra Costa County Grand Jury Association (CCCGJA) – Lisa LeBlanc 
On January 22, 2016, the District received a request from CCCGJA for an update on the 
responses sent to the Contra Costa Grand Jury to their recommendations relating to the Citizens’ 
Bond Oversight Committee.  Attached are copies of their request, along with the District’s 
response. 
 
Public Records Log – Marcus Walton 
Included in this week’s memo is the log of public records requests received by the district.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
 
 
  



























 
 

Public Records Request Log 2015-2016 
Week Ending February 4, 2016 

 

 Date of 
Receipt Requestor Requested Records/Information Current Status 

32 10/12/15 Fatima Alleyne Lozano Smith Attorneys / All Invoices, 
Contracts and Expenses paid beginning 
January 1, 2014 – December 31, 3014 

Available documents ready for review  

38 10/16/15 Fatima Alleyne Parcel Tax Measure D for 2012-2013 
School Year / All financial and bank 
statements, invoices, receipts and 
salaries  

Available documents ready for review 

40 10/23/15 Fatima Alleyne Parcel Tax Measure D for 2009-2010 
School Year / All financial and bank 
statements, invoices, receipts and 
salaries  

Available documents ready for review  

41 10/26/15 Fatima Alleyne Parcel Tax Measure D for 2008-2009 
School Year / All financial and bank 
statements, invoices, receipts and 
salaries 

Available documents ready for review  

43 11/1/15 Fatima Alleyne All Contracts, Invoices and Expenditures 
for Legal services  paid  by the District 
for the 2013-14 School Year 

Available documents ready for review 

48 11/10/15 Fatima Alleyne Job Descriptions for all Superintendents’ 
positions 

Available documents ready for review 

56 11/30/15 Fatima Alleyne 2015-16 Legal Services Contracts / 
Lozano Smith Attorneys- Ramsey & 
Ehrlich- Bragg Coffin Lewis & Trapp- 
and Swanson & McNamara 

Available documents ready for review 

57 11/30/15 Fatima Alleyne Superintendent’s Contract and 2014-15 
and 2015-16 Goals 

Available documents ready for review 

60 12/8/15 Steve Chamberlin Design Capacity in Number of Students 
– Various School sites 

Gathering Records 
Extension Invoked 

65 12/21/15 Lillian Chen 
Public Counsel Law Center 

Student arrests, Law Enforcement 
referrals, Suspensions, Expulsions, and 
School Resource Officers and/or 
Campus Safety Officers for 2012-13, 
2013-14 and 2014-15 School Years 

Gathering Records 
Extension Invoked 

69 1/4/16 Bay Area News Group WCCUSD 2015 Employees’ 
Compensations 

Gathering Records 
Extension Invoked 

72 1/15/16 Ivette Ricco 
CBOC Chairperson 

Clay Investigation Subcommittee / 
Audio Recording of 1/11/2016 Meeting 

Acknowledgement email sent 
 
Requestor informed that recording may 
not be available until Meeting Minutes are 
approved at next schedule meeting 

73 1/1516 Ivette Ricco 
CBOC Chairperson 

Facilities Subcommittee / Audio 
Recording of 1/12/2016 Meeting 

Acknowledgement email sent 
 
Requestor informed that recording may 
not be available until Meeting Minutes are 
approved at next schedule meeting 

74 1/26/16 Alison Schoenbeck 
CA Charter Schools Assoc. 

Charter  School  Records  for 2015-16  
and 2016-17 School Years 

Gathering Records 
Extension Invoked 

75 1/26/16 Dan Borenstein 
Bay Area News Group 

Bond Measure (Possible) for Parcel Tax 
Extension or Increase in 2016 Ballot 

Gathering Records 
 

76 1/26/16 Steve Chamberlin 2007 Board Adoption of CHPS and HPI 
Standards 

Gathering Records 
 

77 1/27/16 Ray Lemming Pinole Valley High School Project / 
Specifications and Addendums 

Gathering Records 
 

78 2/2/16 Arthur Lopez 
Work Preservation Fund 

DeAnza High School / Linked Learning 
Building Project 

Acknowledgement letter sent 
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